U.8. Department of Homeland Security _
Office of Inspector General ~ Investigations - MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

ge of Activity: Personal [nterview

se Number: INO3-OIG-LA-0662 _ Case Title: Air and Marine Interdiction Center

)n May 22, 2003, Texas Department of Public Safety
DPS), Austin, Texas, or ) was Interviewed by the Department of Homeland
ecurity (DHS), Office of Inspector General (OIG) regarding allegations that the Bureau of Immigration and
“ustoms Enforcement (BICE), Air and Marine Interdiction Coordination Center (AMICC), DHS allegedly
isused DHS resources in the search of missing Texas state legislators, specifically, by looking for a missing
irplane. Others present during this interview were NN AT DS,

{stin;. _ DPS, Austin; and WliNG ey
RN, DS, Austin. During the questioning of he DHS-OIG was consistently g

terrupted and challenged by DPS participants that questions were not within the scope of the DHS-OIG :
westigation. The DPS asked the OIG 1 ould be given Miranda wamings. The OIG advised the

1at qwouid not be given Miranda warnings sinc was only a witness regarding a DHS-OIG
westigation. The DHS-0OIG advised that. was not under criminal investigation. provided, in
ibstance, the following information: _ '

worked for the DPS for

aid ew that USCS tracked airplanes. said as
waware that this USCS California office was part of the DHS. - .V

Hsaid
p.m.

.was guestioned as to who instructed to make an inquiry regarding the missing airplane. aid
veral individuals requested?to look for the airplane. At that point in the intewiewi aske .
il had to answer the question regarding who requesteddiili to look for the airplanc. Sl advise
?hat this question was outside the scope of the DHS-OIG investigation. The DHS-QIG informed
it this question was pertinent to the investigation; however, the DHS-0IG could not compel.o answer.
declined to answer the question.

alled the USCS about a missing airplane on May 12, 2003, between the hours of 6:45 p.m. and
sai(.asked for the “TX Desk” which. said referred to the Texas area.

the direction of unnamed individuals

called the USCS to locate the airplane since it was past

travel time and missing. said jdentified d told the USCS call center employee th
zded to locate a missing airplane said id not recall speaking withq at the USCS.
vised that there were legislators on board the aircraft; however, Jildid not know thetr identity. said

wided the USCS with the airplane’s tail number and advised the that.did not have the airplane’s flight
redule. saic’could not remember the exact details of who was contacted to look for the airplane’s
{ number asked

USCS if they could assist.wit_h locating the missing airpiane.-aid the USCS

t Agent Name, Sgrecial Agent Reviewing Gfficial Name, . Dravid B. Smiih, Specizl Ageatie Charge Ttem #:
‘ure, and Daizg Tille, Stgaature, and Dater |
(r—

Prgpoert contains-gensitive law enforcement mate and is the groperty of th G. It may Ke eopied 4r reproducedayithowt written
nisshgn from the GG, This reportis FOR OFFICIAN USE ONLY, and s discldsure to unauthdyized persong is strictly phehibited and
subjcst the disclosing™party to liabilify~LPublic availabiity to be detérmined under8.U.5.C. §§ 553, 852a.
109 s

[ Page taf 2 -



MEMORANDUM OF ACTIVITY

advised that they would research the matter and cal.oack.' said i} was called back by the USCS and
advised that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) followed tie flight plan from Ardmore, Qklahoma, to
Mineral Wells, Texas.

-said the airplane departed Ardmore, Oklahoma, at 5:00 p.m. and was scheduled o arrive in Georgetown,
Texas, at 6:13 p.m said the airplane’s flight time was approximately one hour and thirteen minutes.

said the airplane’s tail nuraber was N711RD, which was registered to Hale Center, Texas. ?stated.
1d not know to whom the airplane beionged. said. checked with Austin Flight to venify if there was a
flight plan from Ardmore, Oklahoma, to Georgetown, Texas, prior to calling USCS.

spoke with the USCS to check on the status of the missing airplane.
[he USCS advise that they had been unsuccessful in locating the airplane in Mineral Wells, Texas, and
hat the next step would be to contact the FAA, Forth Worth, Texas aid the USCS advised the only
hing left to do was a search and rescue- said the USCS provi with the telephone mumber for the
‘AA Fort Worth tower. :

aid at approximately 8:00 p.m.

ai'alled the F
did not recall who

oke with or the time of the call to the FAA. The FAA advise that the
aissing airplane traveling from Ardmore, Oklahoma, to Georgetown, Texas, went off the F radar in
tridgeport, Texas. sai was told that the Bridgeport, Texas, and Mineral Wells, Texas, airports would
e checking for the missing airplane. '

-said wﬁcr. contacted the FAA Fort Worth tower for the second time. could not recall what time it
ras or wh spoke with said the FAA toid. that they did not locate the missing airplane and that
1e next step was to check some more airports in the area for the missing airplane. said the FAA tol

1at Possum Kingdom, Texas, Graham, Texas, and Weatherford, Texas, were in the Bridgeport, Texas, area.
Fsai asked the FAA how to conduct a search and rescue. said the FAA explained that a search
ad rescue involved checking airports and looking on the ground for fne missing airplane.

, identified and requested assistance related to some missini legislators.

.said!rfpoke with the FAA three different times with the third discussion informing the FAA that the
1ssing aurplane had been located by the DPS 1n Graham, Texas gaj did not know who at DPS

cated the airpl aumaid% had no recollection of the specific times during the night thafiilispoke with
e FAA.)pine nat the calls were made after 8:00 p.m. and prior to midnight on May 127 2003.

.rvas questioned regarding any notes taken regarding the missing airplane. said otes fra %

mversations regarding the missing airplane with the USCS were shredded said 1d not shred the
:tes.-said.does not recall whc. gave the notes to for shredding.

P opined that the total time utilized by DHS tfo assist.with the missing airplane was fifteen minutes
ated to some telephone calls made.
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